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IMMIGRATION IMPACT BLOG 
www.ImmigrationImpact.com

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/americanimmigrationcouncil

TWITTER 
www.twitter.com/immcouncil

YOUTUBE 
www.youtube.com/user/immigrationcouncil

FOLLOW US!
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Statue of Liberty
($40,000 and above)

AILA South Florida Chapter

Torchlight Circle
($30,000 and above)

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & 
Loewy, LLP

Champion
($20,000 and above)

ABIL
AILA Chicago Chapter
AILA New England Chapter
LexisNexis
Zulkie Partners, LLC

Benefactor
($10,000 and above)

AILA Central Florida Chapter
AILA New York Chapter
AILA Northern California 

Chapter
AILA Ohio Chapter
AILA Washington DC Chapter
Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP
FosterQuan
LawLogix
Western Union

Sponsor
($5,000 and above)

AILA Atlanta Chapter
AILA Carolinas Chapter
AILA Missouri Kansas Chapter
AILA Santa Clara Valley 

Chapter
Barst & Mukamal, LLP
Bob Juceam
Deborah Notkin
Doug Stump
The Law Offices of Richard A. 

Gump, Jr. P.C.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Sheela Murthy & The Murthy 

Law Firm

2011 BENEFIT SPONSORS
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Chin & Curtis
Cox Smith Matthews
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Greenberg Traurig
Douglas Hauer
Michael Turansick
Miley & Brown, P.C., Dallas, 
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Weaver Schlenger & Mazel
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($1,000 and above)

AILA Nevada Chapter
Allen and Pinnix: Jack Pinnix/

Lynn Calder
Cheryl David 
Harry Gee
Jackson & Hertogs
Jeff Joseph and Kirby Joseph, 

Joseph Law Firm, P.C.
Maggio & Kattar, PC
Minette Kwok
Steve Ladik
David Paruch
Marcine Seid
Law Offices of Carl Shusterman
Dan Siciliano
Porter Wright

Supporter
($500 and above)

Peter Ashman
Maria Baldini-Potermin
Law Offices of Ally Bolour
Fredrikson & Byron 

Immigration Group
Jodi Goodwin
Hodkinson Law Group
Noemi Masliah
Nolo Consulting
Marcia Needleman
Pro-Link GLOBAL 
Howard Silverman
Stone & Grzegorek LLP



About the
The American Immigration Council was established in 1987 as a tax-exempt, nonprofit, educational, charitable organization. The Council 
is dedicated to increasing public understanding of immigration law and policy and the value of immigration to American society and 
to advancing fundamental fairness and due process under the law for immigrants. Working closely with leading immigration experts 
throughout the country, the Council has established four core program areas. 

Legal Action Center
The Legal Action Center (LAC) works to advance fundamental fairness in U.S. immigration law and to protect the constitutional and legal 
rights of noncitizens. In pursuit of its mission, the LAC has established itself as a leader in litigation, information-sharing, and collabora-
tion among immigration litigators across the country. The LAC conducts national impact litigation, including filing amicus curiae (“friend 
of the court”) briefs; tracks and publicizes immigration litigation through the Litigation Clearinghouse; produces Practice Advisories for 
immigration attorneys on a variety of topics; conducts a litigation training for immigration attorneys; organizes national and local litigation 
strategy meetings; and provides support for lawyers litigating immigration cases. Furthermore, we work with other immigrants’ rights, 
civil rights and human rights organizations and immigration attorneys across the United States to promote the just and fair administration 
of our immigration laws.

Immigration Policy Center
The Immigration Policy Center (IPC) is the research arm of the Council and is dedicated to analysis of the contributions made to the United 
States by immigrants. Together, the IPC director and staff have been a major voice in the national debate on comprehensive immigration 
reform. Their activities include testifying before Congress and publishing timely reports to provide lawmakers, the press and the public 
with critically important information about the need for sensible immigration reform.

Community Education Center
The Community Education Center strives to promote a better understanding of immigrants and immigration by providing educational 
resources that inspire thoughtful dialogue, thoughtful teaching and critical thinking.  Dedicated to the American values of fairness, social 
justice and respect for all people, the Center is committed to making immigration an “everybody” issue.  The Center also highlights the 
positive contributions immigrants have made and continue to make to American society through its programmatic work, including the 
annual 5th grade creative writing contest, teacher workshops and community grants. 

International Exchange Center
The Council’s International Exchange Center sponsors trainings and internships for young international professionals at American institu-
tions and businesses. Participating American host companies benefit from exposure to ideas from around the world and international 
exchange visitors benefit by gaining tangible skills and learning American methodologies. The Exchange Center also provides opportuni-
ties for Americans to travel overseas and explore immigration issues on a global scale.

Additional Activities
In addition to these four core program areas, the Council conducts many other activities. They include organizing the 5th Grade Creative 
Writing Contest and presenting the Immigrant Achievement Awards and American Heritage Awards in conjunction with the American Im-
migration Lawyers Association’s (AILA) CLE conferences to honor the individual accomplishments of outstanding immigrants.

AMERICAN
IMMIGRATION
COUNCIL
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The American Immigration Council

COUNCIL STAFF
Yelena Bakaleva 
Finance & Operations Director
Melissa Crow 
LAC Director
Wendy Feliz Sefsaf 
Communications Director
Mary Giovagnoli 
IPC Director 
Jessica Goddard 
Fundraising Assistant
Megan Hess 
Fundraising and Development Manager

Benjamin E. Johnson 
Executive Director
Lois C. Magee 
IEC Director
Claire Tesh 
CEC Senior Program Manager 
Beth Werlin 
LAC Deputy Director
Samya Behary 
IEC Program Specialist
Emily Creighton 
Staff Attorney

Walter Ewing 
Senior Research Associate
Seth Hoy 
Online Communications Manager 
Mary A. Kenney 
Senior Attorney 
Kimberly Lindsay 
IEC Senior Program Specialist
Travis Packer 
Research Associate
Michele Waslin 
Senior Research Analyst
Brian Yourish 
Legal Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paul L. Zulkie, President
Robert E. Juceam, Secretary
Warren R. Leiden, Treasurer

Benjamin E. Johnson, Executive Director
Crystal Williams, AILA Executive Director
David Leopold (2012)
Eleanor Pelta (2013)

Kirsten Schlenger, Chair, Board of 
Trustees (2012)
Bernard Wolfsdorf (2011)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Kirsten Schlenger, Chair (2012)
Robert Cohen, Vice Chair (2012)
Peter Ashman (2013)
Ally Balour (2013)
Anne Chandler (2013)
Lori Chesser (2013)
Dino De Concini (2012)*
Mo Goldman (2011)*
Silvia Graves (2011)

Karen Grisez (2011)
Douglas Hauer (2011)*
Mario Hernandez (2011)
Matthew I. Hirsch (2013) 
Loan T. Huynh (2013)
Jeff Joseph (2012)
Nolo Martinez (2011)
Noemi Masliah (2012)
Kelly M. McCown (2012)

Amy R. Novick (2012)
Ana Cristina Reymundo (2012)
David Rousseau (2012)
Marcine Seid (2012)
F. Daniel Siciliano (2011)
Lydia Tamez (2013)
Michael Turansick (2011)
Drew Wilson (2013)

Peter Ashman
Susan Fortino-Brown
Eric Fleishman
Mo Goldman
Silvia Graves
Douglas Hauer
Mario Hernandez

Matthew I. Hirsch
Loan Huynh
Jeanne Malitz
Kelly McCown
Sheela Murthy
Angelo Paparelli
Amy Peck

Ana Cristina Reymundo
Kirsten Schlenger
Marcine Seid
F. Daniel Siciliano
Michael Turansick
Paul Zulkie

2011 ANNUAL BENEFIT COMMITTEE

*Appointed to serve the remainder of an existing term following a vacancy on the Board
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The American Heritage Awards

2011 Honorees 

LOUIS CALDERA
Former Secretary of the Army and Vice President of Projects,  
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation

SOMY ALI
Former Bollywood Actress, Model and President & Founder of  
No More Tears Project and So-Me Designs

YOUSIF GHAFARI
Former Ambassador to Slovenia and Founder of GHAFARI
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GUSTAVO ARELLANO 
Award-Winning Author, Columnist of ¡Ask a Mexican! 

Master of Ceremonies



Creative Writing Contest Winner

MAYA YOUNG WONG
Castelar Elementary School
AILA Southern California Chapter

“My Grandfather Ben”

From China sailed my Grandfather Ben.
He came to America when he was four plus ten.

His Guangzhou village was small and poor
And he helped his mother with farming chores.

Every morning he gathered bits of firewood
And drew water from the well as much as he could.

From morning to night he slaved like an ox.
But it was never enough to fill the rice box.

So his parents said, “You’d better leave home
And go to America where you can roam”.
Until you find a great place of your own.

America, Gold Mountain, is the place to go
Big and wide, and high and low.

Everything is yes, and there are never any any.
But here in America life was hard
And it wasn’t like a birthday card.
Golden Mountain didn’t have jobs

For Chinese men, and that made them sob.
From San Francisco to Saint Louis

Chances for Chinese were least to fewest.
Still his heart never gave way

‘Cause he knew hard work always pays.
So Grandpa Ben worked hard again.
Slaving in a laundry from five to ten.

And he lived in important USA times
Starting from cool Jazz Age crime

Right on down to the Great Depression’s
Brother can you spare a dime.

Until finally his big chance came
To show American Chinese are the same.

He joined the army in World War II
And fought in Europe for the red, white and blue.

All over he fought bringing supplies
To American soldiers on the lines.

Until one day he was shot in the back
And his jeep flipped over and he got smacked.

He didn’t win any fame or medals
Just came back home to wed and settle.

Still to me he is The Greatest Hero
‘Cause he never gave up and never said no.

He loved America both good and bad
And taught his 5 kids not to be sad.

Work hard, dream big, and never give up.
And one day Gold Mountain will live up

To what is written on the Statue of Liberty
Chances for all and the gift to be free.

To my Chinese Grandfather,
Whom I love and honor.
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Gustavo Arellano is the author of the bestselling book ¡Ask a Mexican! 
and the column of the same name—which has a circulation of two mil-
lion-plus, Managing Editor of OC Weekly, and author of Orange County: 
A Personal History, Gustavo is a contributing editor to the op-ed page of 
the Los Angeles Times, and has appeared on “Today,” “Nightline,” “The 
Colbert Report,” various NPR programs, and elsewhere. 

In June 2010, UCLA, his alma mater, bestowed the honor upon him of 
delivering the keynote address at its commencement ceremony, specifi-
cally for his “[exploration of] today’s issues of diversity and ethnicity with 
incisive commentary and a sharp wit that punches holes in traditional 
thinking about race and stereotypes.” 

Gustavo received the President’s Award from the Los Angeles Press Club, 
an Impact Award from the National Hispanic Media Coalition, and a 2008 
Latino Spirit Award from the California State legislature for his “excep-
tional vision, creativity, and work ethic.” A frequent guest on liberal and 
conservative talk shows, where he discusses local and national issues, 
Gustavo was also a finalist for the 2005 PEN USA Literary Awards for 
Journalism for his profile on a disabled Latino veteran of the Iraq War.  
He’s currently working on a socio-cultural history of Mexican food in the 
US, tentatively titled, Taco USA, to be published in 2012.

Master of Ceremonies

Gustavo 
Arellano
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As the founder of both No More Tears Project and So-Me Designs, 
Somy Ali draws upon her first hand experiences from living in Pakistan 
and working as a Bollywood actress in India during her young adult 
years. No More Tears Project focuses on helping immigrant women in 
the United States who are victims of spousal abuse. These women are 
sometimes brought to America via arranged marriages and are scared to 
speak out against their oppressor in fear of being sent back and facing 
the consequences in their home country. The organization works with 
these women by helping them with legal counsel, financial assistance 
and psychotherapy. So-Me designs was founded with two goals: first, 
to raise awareness about social issues and to raise money for global 
humanitarian causes.

Originally from Karachi, Pakistan, actress and model, Somy Ali moved 
to Bombay, India where she worked in 10 Hindi films and several com-
mercials. She then moved to the United States to obtain a degree in 
psychology. She attended the Nova Southeastern University in Florida 
and in three years graduated with her Bachelor’s degree in psychology. 
While working on her bachelor’s degree Somy worked at a local radio 
station doing talk-shows on social and political issues, it was during this 
time that she became interested in journalism and decided to attend the 
University of Miami to obtain a master’s degree in print journalism. Dur-
ing her time at the University of Miami she developed a strong interest in 
documentary films and left Miami to attend the New York Film Academy.

Somy Ali, since graduating, has become a human rights advocate and 
documentary film maker.

Somy Ali

Biography



The Honorable Louis Caldera, the former Secretary of the Army, is Vice 
President of Programs for the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, an operating 
and grantmaking foundation whose mission is to help high-achieving, 
low-income students reach their full potential through education. One of 
the largest scholarship providers in the nation, the Foundation awards 
scholarships to eligible students from middle school to graduate school 
without regard to citizenship or status. 

The son of Mexican immigrants, Louis Caldera was born in El Paso, Texas 
and raised in Whittier, CA. In 1974, he earned a Congressional appointment 
to West Point. He graduated from the U.S. Military Academy in 1978 and 
served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army before going back to 
school to earn law and business degrees from Harvard University in 1987.

Embarking on a public service career, Mr. Caldera was first elected to 
the California legislature in 1992, representing a highly diverse, multi-
ethnic community centered on downtown Los Angeles. In the legislature 
he was a champion for education reform, sensible gun laws, and chil-
dren’s health and safety measures. In 1997, President Bill tapped him to 
become a Managing Director and the COO of the Corporation for Na-
tional Service, the agency that sponsors the Americorps national service 
program. Less than a year later, President Clinton asked him to serve as 
the nation’s 17th Secretary of the Army, the first and only Hispanic Ameri-
can ever to hold this position. During his tenure the Army sponsored 
path-breaking educational initiatives for soldiers, and took major steps to 
increase racial, ethnic and gender diversity in the Army’s political appoin-
tee, civilian, enlisted, officer and cadet ranks, including Secretary Caldera 
recommended to President Clinton the appointment of GEN Erik Shinseki 
to be Chief of Staff of the Army, and the award of the Medal of Honor to 
22 Japanese and Asian American World War II veterans.

Following administration service, Mr. Caldera’s public service career 
turned to education, serving first as a Vice Chancellor of The California 

Louis  
Caldera

Biography
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State University and then as President of the University of New Mexico. In both positions he actively 
supported state law measures to permit undocumented students who graduated from the state’s high 
schools to attend public institutions at in-state tuition rates. 

After the election of President Obama he was asked to serve on the President-elect Obama Transi-
tion Team as a member of the Department of Defense Review Team and subsequently joined President 
Obama’s Administration as an Assistant to the President and Director of the White House Military 
Office. Upon leaving the White House, he became a Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress, 
where, among other things he worked as part of the Immigration policy team that studies the impor-
tance of, and advocates for enactment of, comprehensive immigration reform. He also worked on and is 
frequently interviewed in English and Spanish, at home and abroad, on issues affecting Latinos in the 
US, foreign and national security policy, Mexico and the Americas, and presidential and Congressional 
decision-making. 

He has been a passionate advocate for passage of the DREAM Act – which he helped conceive – since 
shortly after leaving the Clinton Administration. He recently stated that:

“The DREAM Act will materially expand the pool of individuals qualified, ready and willing to serve their 
country in uniform. Of the 50,000 youth coming of age every year in the terrible predicament of being 
ineligible to work, enlist, or receive federal financial aid to attend college, many are not yet ready to pur-
sue full time education. For them, military service is a highly appealing way to better themselves, give 
back to their country and earn their residency and eventually citizenship. I have no doubt many of these 
enlistees will be among the best soldiers in our Army.”

 
Mr. Caldera has served on numerous nonprofit boards and commissions, and is a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations.



Yousif 
Ghafari

Yousif B. Ghafari is founder and chairman of GHAFARI, a full-service 
organization of architects, engineers, consultants, and staffing specialists 
serving a global client base that includes the aviation, manufacturing, 
government, and commercial sectors. GHAFARI has operated in 25 coun-
tries and employs nearly 860 people. Among the company’s success they 
have been recognized as the #6 designer of manufacturing facilities and 
#1 designer for automotive plant in the US by Engineering News Record.

Born in Lebanon, Mr. Ghafari immigrated to the United States in the early 
1970’s and became an American citizen in 1978. He received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Mathematics, a Master of Arts in Applied Mathematics 
and Computer Applications, and a Master of Science in Chemical Engi-
neering - all from Wayne State University. In 1992, Mr. Ghafari received his 
Master of Business Administration from the Michigan State University.

Yousif Ghafari is considered one of the Detroit area’s leading philanthro-
pists.  In 2005, Wayne State University acknowledged his longtime sup-
port by renaming one of its residence buildings Yousif B. Ghafari Hall. 

In 2004 and 2005, he served as Public Delegate Designate at the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations for the 59th United Nations General As-
sembly. He was appointed by President George W. Bush to the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board in 2005. President Bush, in 2008, 
appointed Mr. Ghafari as the United States’ Ambassador to the Republic 
of Slovenia. However, in 2009, he resigned his position to return home.

Biography
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STATUE OF LIBERTY SPONSOR

AILA Southern Florida Chapter
Joins the American Immigration 
Council in Saluting Tonight’s 
Honorees and the Many  
Contributions of Immigrants.

Southern Florida Chapter
AILA



TORCHLIGHT SPONSOR2011 Fragomen American Immigration - 2nd Proof.pdf   1   5/11/2011   6:29:47 PM
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CHAMPION SPONSOR

  AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL   17



Zulkie Partners LLC is pleased to support the

The American Immigration Council
and congratulates the Honorees who make us proud 
that America is a Nation of Immigrants

Paul L. Zulkie
Susan M. MacLean
Pamela P. Mick
Karen C. Selking

222 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2300 
Chicago, Illinois 60606

www.zulkiepartners.com 312.648.2244

CHAMPION SPONSOR
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HONOREES
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS & CONTRIBUTIONS  
TO OUR NATION OF IMMIGRANTS

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

Massachusetts • Rhode Island
New Hampshire • Vermont • Maine

CHAMPION SPONSOR

New England Chapter
AILA
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The AILA Chicago Chapter congratulates the 

2011 honorees and the ongoing efforts of  

the American Immigration Council.

Chicago Chapter
AILA

CHAMPION SPONSOR
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CHAMPION SPONSOR



BENEFACTORS
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AILA NorCal applauds the work  

of the American Immigration Council  

Northern California Chapter
AILA

Western Union  
Salutes Tonight’s  

Honorees and Their Achievements



AILA Washington, D.C. Chapter 
Joins with The Council in Saluting 
Tonight’s Honorees and the Many 

Contributions of  Immigrants.

Washington, DC Chapter
AILA

877.725.4355    www.lawlogix.com
The Leader in Immigration Forms, Case Management, I-9 and E-Verify Compliance Softwaresm

LawLogix is a proud 
supporter of

 The Council and joins 
them in congratulating 

the 2011 Honorees 
for their exceptional 

contributions

BENEFACTORS
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BENEFACTORS

New York embraces the efforts of 
the Council in creating a fair and 

just immigration system.

New York Chapter
AILA
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BENEFACTORS

 
 

 

 

 

 

AILA Ohio Chapter Congratulates  
Tonight’s Honorees

Your Stories are an Inspiration to All Immigrants

Ohio Chapter
AILA
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AILA Atlanta Chapter 
Salutes Tonight’s 

Honorees and Their 
Achievements

Atlanta Chapter
AILA

new York | Washington Dc | london | Paris | Frankfurt | Hong Kong | Shanghai

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson llP
friedfrank.com

Eleanor and Bob Juceam 
and Fried Frank 
are proud to support the

AmEricAn immigrAtion
council
and congratulate this year’s honorees
on their extraordinary contributions

AILA Santa Clara Chapter  

Salutes Tonight’s Honorees  

and Their Achievements

Santa Clara Valley Chapter
AILA

SPONSORS
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w w w . m u r t h y . c o m

SM

s u p p o r t s  t h e
A M E R I C A N  I M M I G R AT I O N  C O U N C I L

i n  i t s  w o r k  a n d  m i s s i o n

We know immigrat ion  matters !

MURTHY LAW FIRM

AILA  
Missouri/Kansas 
Chapter Salutes 

Tonight’s Honorees

Missouri/Kansas Chapter
AILA

SPONSORS

AILA Carolinas Chapter 
Congratulates  

Tonight’s Honorees.
Your Stories Are an 

Inspiration to All Immigrants.

Carolinas Chapter
AILA
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SPONSORS
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We congratulate  

Eleanor Pelta on her  

installation as president of the 
American Immigration 
Lawyers Association

service
www.morganlewis.com

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP



THE  

TRUE STORY OF  

OUR NATION:  

E PLURIBUS  

UNUM,  

OUT OF MANY,  

ONE

PREORDER at

American  
Immigration Council  

Booth
Book Release 

November 2011 



The American Immigration Council is an IRS-designated 501(C)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to changing how Americans think and act 
towards immigrants and to advancing fundamental fairness and due process under the law for immigrants.

1331 G Street NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20005-3141
Phone: 202.507.7500 • Fax: 202.742.5619 • E-mail: info@immcouncil.org • Website: www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org

Honoring our immigrant past; shaping our immigrant future.

AMERICAN
IMMIGRATION
COUNCIL

mailto:info@immcouncil.org
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org

